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Chrysanthamum in Red (DA2303) from Damask 
Resource by J. Chesterfield Studio

Seabury in Royal (SX7744) from Monogram IV 
by Ronald Redding Designs

Summer is officially here. Take your cue 

from the brightly hued and boldly patterned 

stars and stripes that wave proudly overhead 

and bring summer style to rooms left 

unchanged all winter long. Go Patriotic--use 

the flag’s red, white or blue as inspiration to 

redecorate an entire room or add some 

simple summer sizzle.

There’s no need to go all out when using a 

strong color. The richness of RED is so 

dramatic that a little goes a long way. Use it 

in moderation. Wallpapering above a chair 

rail in RED for example, brings warmth to a 

room, adding depth and power. Interior 

Decorator Amy Lau of Amy Lau Design 

thinks of RED as “a perfect representation 

of energy and boldness.”

A color with a “spirit all its own.” 

Sprinkling several RED accessories around 

a room will bring cohesiveness by uniting 

the elements to the eye. RED has that 

bonding power. As fashion and interior 

designer Donna Karan notes, it is the “color 

that brings everything together.” RED 

evokes the passion indicative of the 

emotions and personality of the person who 

uses it. Here are a few helpful hints for 

bringing the fire into your home:

How to use RED in your home

Use RED as a hint of a color within a 

design. The accents will pop when they are 

used in pieces throughout the room.

Used in a foyer or entryway, RED is 

particularly effective. It will energize the 

space and draw people in.

The perfect place to add the color is with 

pillows, decorative accents and lighting.

Colored glassware is particularly effective 

for bringing RED into your home. The 

translucency of the glass tones down the 

intensity of the hue.

In contrast to the fire of RED, there is the 

stability and calmness of BLUE. Lau notes 

that it is “a calming and relaxing color.” 

BLUE, especially dark BLUE and navy, can 

be strong and steady, deeply rooted within a 

palette, or soft and soothing lending barely 

a hint of color. Whether paired with white 

or other colors, it is always evocative of the 

sea and brings with that imagery, the seas 

serenity. BLUE and its many hues and 

tonalities is an easy-to-use color and works 

throughout the home. Using BLUE in 

fabrics, rugs, paint and wallpaper, will 

ground any design scheme.

How to use BLUE in your home

Pair it with WHITE for a crisp, modern 

look.

Use varying shades of blue, from the palest 

ice blue to the deepest dark blue, to create 

layers and depth.

BLUE in the bathroom further invokes the 

feelings of water and serenity.

Use darker tones in pillows and rugs to 

create the greatest impact.

Provide contrast to your decorating palette 

with colors that will not overwhelm, but 

rather enhance your theme color. For 

example pair yellow with dark BLUE; bright 

peony pink peony with medium tones; and 

softer neutral shades such as ivory, taupe 

and linen with light BLUES.

Red White & Blue Decor
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York – Shirting Stripe – Pattern #ST5662; Beige/Taupe from the Stripes and Textures collection.
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York Wallcoverings has redefined 

commercial wall coverings once again with 

their latest collection, CLD Pure by Carey 

Lind Designs. With this new collection, 

York earns bragging rights as the first wall 

covering manufacturer to introduce 34 

breathable, mold-resistant non-woven wall 

coverings — fabricated from natural fibers 

harvested from managed forests, as well as 

synthetic fibers found in tea bags and coffee 

filters.

Now if that’s not intriguing enough, brace 

yourself for another unexpected detail 

about this collection... all 69 designs are 

offered in 54” and 27” widths! These 

unique screen-printed designs add a whole 

new wealth of possibilities to commercial 

design. These non-PVC wall coverings are 

printed with low VOC water based inks, 

without lead or cadmium. All CLD Pure 

patterns bear the Eco-Décor label used to 

recognize products that meet York 

Wallcoverings’ high standards of 

sustainability.

The collection includes such designs as 

Intaglio Damask (shown in the top photo in 

blue metallic on brown), Inlay (shown in 

the middle photo in silver and green) and 

Zen (shown above in gold metallic on red).

CLD Pure from York Wallcoverings

DesignTrade.net Blog 

Facebook page

Twitter alert 

July 24, 2009

 Readership 1 million

Norma 

www.facebook.com/people/Norma-November/1335381220  

Luv these gorgeous papers! Thanks for posting I was just ready to 

start looking for wallcoverings for a client. You saved me mucho 

time. Love your posts. They're obviously downright inspiring!

Intaglio Damask in Blue (NW6492) 
from CLD Pure

Zen in Gold Metallic on Red 
(NW6464) from CLD Pure

Inlay in Silver and Green (NW6484) 
from CLD Pure
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York Wallcoverings’ new collection Patterns 

in the Sand offers an stunning array of 

eco-friendly wall coverings infused with 

varying consistencies of sand — from coarse 

to fine grain. Adding sand to wallpaper is 

an effect pioneered by York with their own 

handcrafted machine designed to achieve 

this innovation. The process is reminiscent 

of the glitter-and-glue projects we use to do 

as kids but the results are unequivocally 

stunning and sophisticated. Of course, you 

can see that for yourself...

Eva on Pearl non-woven with Sand. 
Eva on Pearl  (VA8351) from Venezia, 
Antonina Vella Designs.

Ironwork on Turquoise non-woven 
with Sand. Ironwork in Turquoise  
(CX1329) from Candice Olson 
Dimensional Surfaces.

Cobble on Champagne non-woven 
with Natural Sand. Cobble on 
Champagne (TA6980) from Designer 
Resource, Third Edition, Ronald 
Redding Designs. 

Boxwood in Off-White non-woven 
with Sand. Boxwood in Off White  
(TA7028) from Designer Resource, 
Third Edition, Ronald Redding 
Designs.

Lattice on Charcoal non-woven with 
White Sand. Lattice on Charcoal 
(CX1227) from Candice Olson 
Dimensional Surfaces.

Patterns in the Sand from 
York Wallcoverings

DesignTrade.net Blog 

Facebook page

Twitter alert 

July 28, 2009

 Readership 1 million

Seabury Royal Blue non-woven with 
White Sand. Seabury in Royal Blue  
(SX7744) from Monogram IV, Ronald 
Redding Designs.
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Paisley in Pearl Shimmer (NKG -431) from Koessel Studios Handcrafted
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3. York Contract Wallcoverings. If you’ve ever been to the Plaza in NYC, you’ll get why this wallpaper 
(named after the historic hotel) screams Plaza-like elegance. Available at www.yorkcontract.com.
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Tip: Removable wall decals add cheery color 
without the smelly paint. Plus, you can take 
them with you if you move!



Left: Bonsai in Black and Red on White #BW8048 from the Opposites Attract collection by The Carlisle Co., Right: Op-Art 
Flowers in Red, Orange, and Celery on White from the Jazz collection by Printers Guild Productions – through Seabrook; 
800/238-9152; seabrookwallpaper.com.
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Background and Bottom: Birds on Branches Silhouette in black on white #BW8041 from the Opposites Attract 
collection by The Carlisle Co. – through Seabrook; 800/238-9152; seabrookwallpaper.com.
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Looking for the next hot decorating trend?

Think ink. 

Body art has gone from biceps and 

shoulders to catwalks and showrooms. The 

transfer, according to tableware designer 

Jessica Rust, gives a whole new meaning to 

the term “tattoo parlor.” 

“Tattoos used to be associated with bikers 

and rockers,” says Rust, who introduced her 

Tattoo Collection of personalized plates, 

mugs, bowls and platters this month. “Now 

they’re exploding in home decor, furniture 

and fashion.” 

Inspired by the popularity of television 

shows “Miami Ink,” “LA Ink,” “Inked” and 

“Tattoo Highway,” and the mainstream 

acceptance of “tats” (estimates are that as 

many as one in four people between the 

ages of 18 and 50 are tattooed), designers 

have introduced clothing, bedding, rugs, 

tables and accessories emblazoned with the 

iconic patterns. 

The new “Tattoo Heart Collection” from 

Gucci features handbags with stylized heart 

tattoos decorated with the company’s logo. 

Luxury leather maker Coach included a 

$438 bag featuring the company’s name 

surrounded by a tattoo-inspired border of 

flowers and leaves in its spring collection. 

Hip Dana Hotel and Spa in Chicago hired 

tattoo artist Ami James, star of “Miami 

Ink,” to create tattoo art “Do Not Disturb” 

door hangers. Kiki Smith’s Tattoo line of 

engraved crystal vases and accessories made 

for Steuben sold out at stores across the 

country. Los Angeles ink man Paul Timman 

recently teamed up with Ink Dish Design to 

create a line of delicate blue-and-white 

porcelain plates inspired by classical 

Japanese tattoos. Even jewelry-maker-to-the-

stars Harry Winston has several tattoo-

inspired brooch designs. (Put those in the 

if-you-have-to-ask-how-much- they-cost-you-

probably-can’t-afford-them category.) 

Connecticut writer Karen Olson says the 

trend inspired her new Tattoo Shop 

Mysteries. “Missing Ink,” the first book in 

the series, will be released in July. 

“No questions, tattoos are in,” says Olson. 

“You see them everywhere.” 

But ink on skin is permanent. Body-art-

inspired accessories for the home allows 

consumers to have tats without the 

long-term commitment. Ed Hardy, 

considered by many to be the godfather of 

the skin-art-to-fashion movement, was one 

of the first to put tattoo patterns on 

bedding and bath decor. His Home 

Collection, featuring comforters, duvets and 

sheets with retro skull, heart, animal and 

rose designs, is carried at Macy’s and Bed, 

Bath & Beyond. 

“The look is popular with hipsters,” says 

Allan Gordon, president of Wholley Sheet, 

a Los Angeles company that markets the Ed 

Hardy Home Collection. “People who are 

‘fly’ love the look.” (Urbandictionary.com 

defines “fly” as “cool” and “in style.”) 

Rust, who worked with her shipping 

assistant Michael Mellstrom, a tattoo artist, 

to create her tableware, agrees. 

“It’s not really about age, it’s about 

attitude,” says Rust. “People who express 

themselves in a very individual way are 

drawn to tattoos.”

Tattoos Muscle In
Popularity of body art influences reality shows and now home decor; from the 
parlor to the parlor By Korky Vann 

Wall Decal – TATTOO A WALL with Roomates’ Graphic Oval decal; $20.49 at 
www.RoomMatespeelandstick.com. 
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Looking to come out of your shell this 

season? Try a touch of Capiz chic.

Once a staple in souvenir shops and dorm 

rooms (remember inexpensive wind chimes 

in Day-Glo colors and beaded curtains 

festooned with opaque discs?), the pearly 

shell has gone upscale in trendy home-decor 

catalogs and stores.

New this spring are a wide range of Capiz 

shell accessories, including lamps, vases, 

tableware, pendants, mirrors and frames, 

trays, bath accents and tiles.

“Capiz is experiencing a huge increase in 

popularity in the general market,” says Stacy 

Spivak, design director for Ten Thousand 

Villages. “It has caught on as the new hot 

thing.”

Spivak attributes some of the Capiz shell’s 

popularity to the renewed interest in natural 

materials, handcrafted goods and the move 

toward “green” decor.

“These types of things are ‘handmade’ not 

‘man-made,’” Spivak says. “Capiz is not 

plastic. It’s real and it’s from the Earth.”

Made from the outer shell of a marine 

mollusk found primarily in the shallow 

coastal waters of the Philippines, versatile 

Capiz shell can be used in its natural state, 

dyed a range of colors, “smoked” to give it a 

different sheen and hue, or layered to create 

larger serving pieces.

(In Philippines colonial times, translucent 

Capiz often was used in place of glass in 

doors and windows, giving the shell the 

nickname “window pane oyster.”)

Ten Thousand Villages stocks about 30 

Capiz shell items, including jewelry, gift 

items and home decor accessories. The 

company works with SAFFY Handicrafts, 

an artisans’ collective in the Philippines 

that develops and creates objects made 

from the opalescent shell.

One of Ten Thousand Villages’ 

best-selling products, Spivak says, is a 

candleholder shaped like a lotus flower.

“This material is particularly lovely when 

illuminated,” she says.

If you’d like to add a touch of the islands 

to your home, try a Capiz tissue holder or 

lotion dispenser in the bath, a natural 

Capiz-framed mirror in the hall or 

Capiz-patterned wallcovering for an 

accent wall.

Other options include Crate & Barrel’s 

striking, oversized round place mat with 

polished iridescent sheen; wall panels 

featuring delicate Capiz overlay from 

Neiman Marcus; and Home Decorators 

Collection’s metal tree sculpture accented 

with Capiz “leaves.” 

Capiz Shell Goes Upscale
Once A Dorm-Room Staple, Versatile Philippine Mollusk Can  
Be Dyed Range Of Colors By Korky Vann 

Sardinia Wallcovering – THE SARDINIA wallcovering collection from York’s 
Antonina Vella line (Design Group 13) features the look and sheen of Capiz. 
Available in metallics (brown shown), pearlized pastels and other colors. Go to 
www.yorkwall.com for local retailers. 

Hartford Courant

April 13, 2009  

Circulation 200,000   
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The graceful, artistic lines of the meandering leaf 
and vine motif of the Floral Leaf Trail wallpaper 
from York Wallcoverings’ Ashford House Collection 
sit on a silk background and give elegance to this 
modern toile-like design. Floral Leaf Trail (AT4174) 
from Ashford House Toiles.

A hand-crafted process gives this distinctive pattern 
from York’s Koessel Studio Pirouette Collection its 
depth and unique artistry. Pirouette (IAT-353K) from 
Pirouette by Koessel Studios

Swarovski crystals and metal studs. Metallic 

prints that impart a sophisticated gleam. 

Large-scale designs executed in bold colors.

The latest fashion trends from the runways 

in Milan?

Wallpaper.

Today’s wallcoverings are taking their cue 

from the world of fashion, transitioning 

from the bland, stuffy and ostentatious 

patterns of decades past into chic, 

fabric-inspired designs in a variety of 

textures and finishes, from metallics to 

nature-inspired prints, in bold shades of 

purple, green, fuschia and teal.

“It [wallpaper] has had some bad 

perceptions in the past,” observed LeRue 

Brown, director of marketing for 

Pennsylvania-based York Wallcoverings, 

admitting “Some were reality.” Sales have 

been down for a few years, he said, but 

there’s been a resurgence of interest among 

younger, high-end designers. “The designs, 

patterns and colors that are out there today 

are pretty exciting,” he said.

Here’s a photo slideshow of wallpaper 

designs:

Brown reports metallic wallcoverings of 

gold, bronze, copper and silver are popular, 

noting the tones are increasingly being used 

throughout the home in fixtures, lighting 

and other decorative elements. The metallic 

designs offered by his company include 

floral patterns, textured prints and grand, 

lustrous designs.

by Andrea Boyarsky / Staten Island Advance 

“In place of flat color, [York has] a metallic 

ink that is reflective and gives it a whole 

different look,” Brown noted. The company 

also uses sand and glass beads to create 

patterns that stand out and sparkle, adding 

dimension to walls. At the higher end of 

York’s line of papers -- selling for up to $149 

a yard -- are those embedded with metal 

studs and Swarovski crystals.

ECO-FRIENDLY

The current trend in eco-friendly design is 

also being mirrored by wallpaper 

companies. Graham & Brown’s ECO 

collection uses paper from managed timber 

sources and water-based inks without VOCs 

or solvents. This line is influenced by 

nature, featuring floral patterns in both 

bold and subtle colors.

David Klaus, senior marketing manager for 

the company, which has its U.S. base in 

Cranbury, N.J., said several styles from 

yesterday have returned, mentioning 

large-scale florals and geometrics, as well as 

flocked papers, with their velvety feel. With 

regard to the latter, Graham & Brown’s 

Flock Effect collection imitates the look, 

but is more durable and costs less at $60 

per role. Prints include large-scale, damask 

designs, florals and stripes.

Klaus said Graham & Brown offers a lot of 

faux textures, and reports his company’s 

best-selling wallpaper is Beadboard/

Wainscoting, which offers the classic look 

of beadboard without the work of applying 

it. It comes in white and can be painted to 

match the home’s decor. Other paintable 

papers in the Graham & Brown line imitate 

the look of bark and stucco.

Wallpaper echoes textures, patterns, 
colors of the catwalk

Staten Island Advance

January 29, 2009

Circulation: 89,000
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Staten Island Advance, continued

Jo-Anne McDonald, an interior designer 

with Shamrock Paints in Castleton Corners, 

said wallpaper has been making a comeback 

in certain areas of the home, notably 

kitchens, powder rooms and hallways.

“People are saying that they’re finding they 

have to paint too often, but if they find 

something good in paper, they’re good for 

10 or 15 years,” Ms. McDonald said.

While neutral tones remain popular, she’s 

also seeing interest in shades of aqua and 

chocolate and in papers that glitter. For the 

most part, she said, local homeowners are 

choosing calmer, tone-on-tone textures, as 

well as grass cloth.

“They want things that will last for a long 

time,” she said. “We like to decorate for the 

long haul.”

TWO KINDS OF CLIENTS

Manhattan designer Katie Ridder, who said 

she uses wallpaper whenever the 

opportunity arises, finds her clients are 

either enthusiastic about wallpaper or don’t 

think it’s universal enough.

“I think many people are unsure about 

wallpaper,” she said. “I think people think 

it’s the ‘old-fashioned’ way.”

Ms. Ridder believes wallpaper can make a 

room look more interesting than merely 

painting it. For those wary of too much 

pattern, she advises pairing patterned 

papers with furniture that has more neutral 

tones. Or, use a patterned paper to create 

an accent wall.

Looking to step the design quotient up a 

notch? Mix large-scale prints with 

smaller-scale patterns, she said, mentioning 

by way of example the pairing of a 

bold-patterned wallpaper with a simple 

headboard and smaller-print carpet or 

bedding.

“I wouldn’t mix large scale with large scale,” 

she cautioned, but “I think it’s really nice to 

have

large scale and small-scale patterns.”

Ms. Ridder, who designs her own wallpaper, 

available through Holland & Sherry, 

suggests using wallpaper on the ceiling -- the 

fifth wall -- to add polish to a room or mask 

an unsightly ceiling’s cracks and flaws. 

Employ smaller or larger designs depending 

on the look you’re trying to achieve.

“I don’t think people should be afraid of 

[wallpaper],” Ms. Ridder said “You need 

pattern somewhere, either on the curtain, 

furniture or the walls ... I think it’s more 

unusual to use it on the walls.” 

Ronald Redding Maestro by York Wallcoverings is 
a large-scale, graphic damask design that forms a 
subtle ogee stripe pattern. The foil background 
gives added elegance to the white and silver, 
tone-on-tone design. Maestro (SE1883) from 
Special Effects II, Ronald Redding Designs.

Stacy Garcia’s Fern from York features a field of 
stylized, elongated ferns that are carefully placed 
in vertical formation. The fern motif is printed in 
colorful flock fibers or tone-on-tone, neutral sand 
finish. Stacy Garcia Fern Flock (GC0718) from 
Stacy Garcia Luxury Wallpapers.
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Wallpaper is back – not the dodgy all over 

little patterns our Grandmother’s loved 

– today’s wallpaper is in a whole different 

universe.

There are photorealistic wallpapers that 

are nothing like the old panoramas of the 

sixties and seventies; these are works of art 

in and of themselves. 

If you’d just like to add a focal point use 

the new peel and stick designs.  There is 

no commitment, they are easy to apply, 

just peel and stick; when you want a 

change just peel them right off the wall.

York even offers glass bead encrusted or 

crystal embedded papers to add texture 

and shimmer to any room.  

It’s not your Granny’s wallpaper!

www.designdivablog.org

February 3, 2009

Readership 2,000

Damask Appliques from RoomMates; 
www.roommatespeelandstick.com.
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While views of sea and sand are part of the 

perks of beach house living, you can enjoy 

this relaxed, dressed-down decorating style 

no matter where you live.

Attitude and a light decorating touch turn 

out to be more important than a seaside 

address.

Joe Boehm, senior interior designer Better 

Homes & Gardens magazine, starts with 

the palette for a cool, clean beach house 

look.

“Pick colors that reflect the sea, sand and 

sky,” he advises. “Shades of white and tan 

should make up the base for your color 

palette with accents of sea glass colors — 

although I am becoming a fan of 

nondefinable colors that shift in appearance 

with the changing light.”

Color is also the starting point for Brian 

Carter, an Atlanta designer/artist whose 

work is often featured in national magazines 

such as This Old House.

“Look for sea shells for your color scheme,” 

he says. “Yes, there is a shell pink, but if you 

really look at shells, there are other colors, 

too — creamy whites, golden yellows, soft 

blues, red coral.”

If you have a favorite color that you use or 

want to use in your decorating, translate it 

into a beach look by picking the lightest 

tint, says Gainesville designer Ruth Mansell. 

“Any color can be lightened up.”

Or if you are unsure of what colors to use 

for your room palette, Mansell suggests this 

designer trick: find a photograph, art print 

or fabric you like and pull out an appealing 

color for your walls.

The light, casual look also calls for relaxed 

furnishings, materials and accessories. And 

for bringing home your finds and 

mementos from the beach, says designer 

Michael Koontz of Ocala. “Beach people 

love to collect shells and rocks and often 

scraps of driftwood and interesting items 

that have floated ashore.”

Provide attractive storage, and such items 

become decorative, he says. One idea: a 

grouping of tall, clear glass apothecary jars 

or a wood or ceramic bowl filled with bits of 

multi-color glass or a collection of shells.

Whatever you do, keep everything 

casual — the beach is about relaxation and 

ease, Carter says. Rather than anything new 

or shiny, the Atlanta artist suggests painted 

furniture in sun-bleached color and worn 

finishes. “Use materials that you find at the 

beach or in a nautical setting — galvanized 

metal, rope, raw bleached wool, hand-blown 

glass, especially with bubbles in it, woven 

grasses.”

Wicker furniture is a natural for a summery 

beach look as well as fabrics with tropical 

patterns and motifs, Mansell says. While 

wicker furniture tends to be affordable and 

often on-sale by mid-summer, you don’t 

have to buy multiple pieces to put a beach 

stamp on your décor. Moving out a heavy 

coffee table and replacing it with a wicker 

piece is an instant way to lighten a room.

Lynn Nesmith, a magazine writer and stylist, 

who lives in a Seagrove beach cottage, 

advocates decorating the way the classic old 

beach houses were decorated, one collected 

piece of furniture and art at a time.

“Mix, don’t match,” she says. “Collect 

rather than purchase a set. A variety of cane 

and wicker chairs — collected rather than 

purchased as a set — make for an interesting 

dining room arrangement.

For Nesmith, handmade and beloved 

objects, artwork and personal mementoes 

collected over the years make the style come 

alive. And take your time, she advises.

“Delight in found objects and showcase 

treasures family and friends picked up on 

the beach and in the forest,” the stylist says. 

“When you do find objects you like, 

consider scale and balance and use 

asymmetrical compositions for hanging art 

and displaying accessories.”

A key accent or two are usually all you need 

for finishing touches, Nesmith says. 

“Cluster objects with a nautical theme, 

including shells, antique prints, or old 

books with references to the sea.”

Personalizing Beach Décor

 The Gainesville Sun

July 15, 2009

Readership 51,434

Sailboat Toile (AC6136), York 
Wallcoverings, www.yorkwall.com
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Floral Leaf Trail (AT4174) from Ashford Toiles, Ashford House
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